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What is Dance Marathon? What is Dance
Marathon at Purdue University? Dance
Marathon is a movement benefitting Children’s
Miracle Network Hospitals that raises funds and
awareness for over 170 hospitals across the
country. Purdue University Dance Marathon is
the largest student run philanthropic
organization on Purdue’s campus. PUDM raises
funds and awareness for the local CMN
hospital, Riley Hospital for Children in
Indianapolis. Over $7.9 million has been raised
since the beginnings of PUDM in 2005.
Throughout the year, PUDM hosts events
including a 5k run, a grill out, and a silent
auction leading up to an 18-hour marathon in
the fall. At the 18-hour event, members come
together, standing on their feet for those who
can’t. They celebrate the accomplishments of
the year and more importantly, the Riley kids
and their families. It is all for the kids.
Here in this guide, you will find everything you
need to know about fundraising. The
fundraising team is here to support you. If you
have questions, please reach out to our
Fundraising Executive, Chris Priebe at
fundraising@pudm.org.

OUR “WHY”
We say we raise money FTK, but what does that really mean? Every dollar we raise goes directly to Riley
Hospital for Children. Each year the first $100,000 raised goes to funding the Child Life Zone in the hospital.
The Child Life Zone is a place where kids being treated can play and have fun. It is a
place where kids can be kids. The rest of the money goes to the
Herman B Wells Center for Pediatric Research. This type of
Our
research is very important to PUDM because we had four Purdue
organization
University students pass away from cancer in recent years. John
would not be where it is today without our
Romine lost his battle to Hodgkin's Lymphoma in 2008, David
amazing Riley families. We have 101 families in
Feltner passed away from a soft tissue cancer relapse in 2011
support of our mission. They are the backbone
and Ben Harmon lost his battle to Ewing's Sarcoma in 2018.
behind this organization and inspire us every day to
More recently, in January of this year, Tyler Trent, PUDM chair
keep fighting in hopes of eradicating childhood
and Purdue sports super fan, passed away from osteosarcoma.
illness. Every family has their own story as to how
The research done at Riley benefits kids like Tyler who are
Riley helped them, and every single one of their
hoping to find a cure for their disease.
stories is a part of our reason “why” we do what we
do. Our families support us in every way they can by
attending our special events, athletic games and
sharing their stories for all to hear. Seeing them so
strong and positive is what drives us to raise the
most money we can FTK.
Everything we do is for the kids. We want every kid
being treated at Riley to come out healthier,
stronger and happier than before they were treated.
We want every kid battling a life-threatening
disease be able to say they beat it. We want families
not to worry about their children. We want every kid
to live their life to the fullest. We raise money, so
kids can be kids.

“

CHANGE ONLY HAPPENS WHEN WE
DECIDE TO ACTUALLY DO
SOMETHING ABOUT IT. AT THE END
OF THE DAY, THERE ARE
GENERATIONS BEHIND ME, AS
WELL. IF I COULD MOTIVATE THEM,
I WOULD BE A HAPPY MAN.

“

- TYLER TRENT

Personal asks can be done via social media, a text, an email, or a phone call! It is a
great tool to hit your fundraising goal. See the following pages on who to ask!

CANNING

Canning is a great resource to boost your fundraising and a great way to meet other PUDM
members. When you sign up for cannings, you will go to a location (Walmart, Rural King,
Tractor Supply, Campus Bars) and stand out front asking people to donate to Riley Hospital
for Children. Our cannings are split into 2 hour shifts and the total gets split up among
those who went canning that shift.

MATCHING GIFTS

Some businesses will match an employees donation to a charity. You can search applicable
businesses at: https://www.rileykids.org/ways-to-give/matching-gifts.html. When an
employee of a business donates to your fundraising page, they will select Corporate Giving
and type in their business name. Then, their donation will be matched!

LETTER WRITING CAMPAIGN

The letter writing campaign is a great tool to reach anyone, including those who do not use
social media. This tool is more personalized than asks via social media. Write your PUDM story
and send it off to friends and family. You can write out your donation link or they can send
checks to: They will need to include YOUR NAME IN THE MEMO for you to receive the credit.
Riley Children’s Foundation
ATTN: PUDM
30 S Meridian St. #200
Indianapolis, IN 46204

FUNDRAISING TOOLS

PERSONAL ASKS

WHO TO ASK?

T
U
O
B
A
HOW EONE...
SOM

DONOR WEB
FAMILY

(Mom, dad grandma, grandpa, aunt, uncle, cousins)

FRIENDS
(Past and Present)

PROFESSORS
(Past and Present)

PARENT’S
COWORKERS

WHO INSPIRES YOU
FROM YOUR HIGH SCHOOL

SIBLING’S FRIENDS’ PARENTS

ACADEMIC ADVISOR
TEACHERS
(K-12)

DOCTOR/DENTISTS

HAIR DRESSER

NEIGHBORS

PAST DONORS

COACH

FAMILY FRIENDS
SUMMER BOSS
CO-WORKERS
BOY/GIRLFRIEND
SOCIAL MEDIA LIKERS

CLASSMATE
FRIENDS IN
OTHER CLUBS
PAST GROUP MES

ROOMMATES
SNAPCHAT FRIENDS

YOU TRUST
FROM ANOTHER DM
FROM ONE OF YOUR CLASSES
YOU’VE KNOWN FOREVER
IN YOUR MAJOR
FROM ANOTHER COLLEGE

YOU MET IN COLLEGE
YOU ADMIRE
YOU’RE RELATED TO
WHO COACHED YOU
FROM CHURCH
WHO TAUGHT YOU
YOUR PARENTS ARE FRIENDS WITH
FROM YOUR PARENTS WORK
WHO LOVES COFFEE
WHO IS A MORNING PERSON
WHO HATES MORNINGS

YOU MISS TALKING TO

WHO LOVES TO STUDY

FROM A GREEK HOUSE

WHO HAS NEVER BEEN TO HICKS

WHO CHANGED YOUR LIFE
YOU’VE LIVED WITH
YOU’VE TRAVELED WITH
WHO HAS BEEN A TEAMMATE
THAT MAKES YOU LAUGH
YOU LOVE TO TALK TO
WHO LOOKS LIKE A CELEBRITY
THAT IS YOUR BEST FRIEND
FROM WORK
YOU HAVE GREAT MEMORIES WITH

IN THE MEDICAL FIELD
IN RESIDENTIAL LIFE
WHO WORKS ON CAMPUS
WHO LIKES TO EXERCISE
IN ENGINEERING
WHO HAS BEEN IMPACTED BY RILEY
WHO LOVES KIDS
FROM YOUR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
FROM HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION
WHO HAS BEEN YOUR PROFESSOR
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$ $
BE AN UBER/SOBER FOR
A NIGHT
BABYSIT

WASH SOMEONE’S CAR

TAKE SOMEONE FOOD

GO GET GROCERIES FOR
SOMEONE

TAKE A RILEY BUCKET TO
CLASS
TUTOR SOMEONE

COLLECT SPARE CHANGE

$

SELL OLD CLOTHES

DO A CHORE AROUND THE
HOUSE

CREATE A MUSIC
PLAYLIST

SHAVE SOME PART OF
YOUR BODY
SELL A CRAFT

CRACK AN EGG ON YOUR
HEAD

LET SOMEONE CHOOSE
YOUR OUTFIT FOR THE DAY

DO SOMEONE’S DISHES

DYE YOUR HAIR

DO SOMEONE’S LAUNDRY
BAKE COOKIES OR A
GOOD

POST UGLY PHOTOS

DO YARD WORK

DO TRUTH OR DARE ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

$

ONLINE FUNDRAISING WITH

DONOR DRIVE

What is Donor Drive? Donor Drive is PUDM’s online
fundraising platform. Your donors can donate to you
through this platform to help you reach your minimum.
What can I do on Donor Drive? Through Donor Drive,
you can send out emails asking for a donation,
stewarding your
donors, or recruiting
friends to join! You
Your Goal: If you are a PUDM committee member,
can personalize your
you have a goal of $920 for the 92 kids who are
page which will help
treated for cancer in a CMN hospital every hour. If
you with fundraising.
you are a PUDM participant, you have a goal of
$250 for the 250 million that Dance Marathons
have raised since their beginnings. If you meet
your goal, you can increase your goal through
Donor Drive to continue pushing for the kids.

DID YOU KNOW...
62 children enter
a Children’s
Miracle Network
hospital
every minute.

Riley Hospital
for children opened in
1924.
Children’s Miracle
Network treats 2,128
children for
cancer every day.

Riley Hospital for Children is
Indiana’s only comprehensive
children’s hospital.

Dance Marathon
started in 1991 at
Indiana University
in memory of
Ryan White.

Dance Marathon
has raised over
$300 million
since
1991.

Every $1
donated to
PUDM is
matched by
$10 in federal
funding.

There are 170
Children’s
Miracle Network
Hospitals total.

TEMPLATES

GENERAL TEXT TEMPLATES

Hi (name)! As you may already know, I am involved in Purdue University Dance
Marathon. As an organization, we raise money for Riley Hospital for Children. Our first
$100,000 goes towards the Child Life Program and the remainder goes towards the
Herman B. Wells Center for Pediatric Research. With your help, we can come together
to eradicate pediatric illnesses. Would you be willing to help me reach my fundraising
goal of ______ this year? You can donate here: (insert donation link)
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me! Thank you!
Hi (NAME)! This year I have decided to (be involved/continue being involved) in
Purdue University Dance Marathon (PUDM). PUDM is one of over 450 dance
marathons across the country that fundraise for Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals!
The fundraising done through PUDM specifically goes to Riley Hospital for Children,
Indiana’s only comprehensive children’s hospital located in Indianapolis. Riley is a
nationally ranked children’s hospital dedicated to giving children the highest standard
of care possible. As I (begin/continue) fundraising for the kids I have been challenged
to raise $920 for the 92 children treated for cancer in a Children’s Miracle Network
Hospital every hour! If you would like to help me reach this goal and change the lives
of these kids, you can donate to my fundraising page (insert link). Thank you and
please let me know if you have any questions!

GENERAL EMAIL TEMPLATES

Dear (name),

This year I am part of Purdue University Dance Marathon. As an organization, we raise money for Riley Hospital for Children, Indiana’s
only comprehensive children’s hospital. The first $100,000 goes towards the Child Life Program and the remainder goes towards the
Herman B. Wells Center for Pediatric Research. The Child Life Zone is an area in the hospital where kids who are receiving treatment
can go and play! The Child Life Specialists help the kids understand the treatment they are going through in a kid-friendly way. The
Herman B. Wells Center works to find life-saving treatments for our kids. Our funds directly support pediatric cancer.
This year our dance marathon is on October 24th-25th. This is an 18-hour long event where we stand on our feet for those who can’t.
At our marathon, we hear from our Riley families, learn a 10-minute morale dance, play games, but most importantly, celebrate our
Riley families and everything we have accomplished.
Without our donors, we would not be where we are today as an organization. Will you help me reach my fundraising goal of ____
this year? You can go to (donation link) to donate and learn more! Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions!
Thank you,
Name
Dear (NAME),
Hi (NAME)! This is (state name and relation). This year I am involved in Purdue University Dance Marathon (PUDM). PUDM is the
largest student run philanthropic organization at Purdue and is one of the top ten largest marathons in the entire country!
Students involved in PUDM fundraise for Riley Hospital for Children and raise awareness for pediatric cancer. The money that we
raise through PUDM is specifically allocated to go towards the Child Life Programs and the Herman B. Wells Center for Pediatric
Research. The first $100,000 we raise goes toward the Child Life Programs, which are programs specifically designed to let kids be
kids while they are being treated at Riley. The program has specialists who do activities, play games, and have fun with the kids.
The remaining money goes to the Herman B. Wells Center for Pediatric Research, which is a state of the art research facility that
actively searches for the clues to tomorrow’s cures. As I (begin/continue) fundraising for the kids I have been challenged to raise
$920 for the 92 children treated for cancer in a Children’s Miracle Network Hospital every hour! If you would like to help me reach
this goal and change the lives of these kids, you can donate to my fundraising page (insert link) For every dollar that is donated,
$10 will be matched in federal funding and every donation makes a difference! Thank you and please let me know if you have any
questions!
Sincerely, (Your Name)

QUESTIONS?
EMAIL CHRIS PRIEBE AT
FUNDRAISING@PUDM.ORG

